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estate directed an additional $19 mil-
lion towards his foundation, which 
helped create M.D. Anderson’s lasting 
legacy by providing seed funds for the 
University of Texas M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, which is one of the 
world’s leaders in cancer research and 
treatments. 

Thankfully, people I know have had 
the opportunity to be treated there. 
It’s a great clinic, and it’s the best 
place to go if you’ve got cancer and 
have that opportunity to be treated by 
the world’s greatest professionals there 
in Houston. 

M.D. Anderson is considered to be the 
father of the institution, and because 
the charitable foundation matched the 
initial State funds for a Texas-based 
cancer research and treatment center, 
he is given that appellation. His chari-
table foundation has also funded and 
supported libraries and college build-
ings, including ones at Lambuth Col-
lege in Jackson, now known as the 
Lambuth University of Memphis. It has 
funded planetariums also in the city of 
Jackson and in his adopted hometown 
of Houston, Texas. 

Given his lasting and significant con-
tributions to his community and, real-
ly, to the world, with the M.D. Ander-
son Cancer Center, which is the finest 
cancer clinic, I suspect, in the world, 
it’s fitting that we honor his commit-
ment by giving the plaza between the 
two Federal buildings his name. Some 
might question our taking the time of 
this Congress, on this floor, to do this 
when we have so many things going on, 
but this is the type of activity that 
will, hopefully, inspire others to use 
their good fortune and/or good works 
to help others who are in situations as 
dire as having cancer. M.D. Anderson 
did that. 

So it’s a commendable piece of legis-
lation, and I’m happy that Mr. FINCHER 
brought to it the floor. I’m happy to 
support it, and I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1264 in memorializing this 
gentleman. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FINCHER). 

Mr. FINCHER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

I thank my colleague from Tennessee 
(Mr. COHEN) for his support of this as 
well as my colleague from middle Ten-
nessee for his support as well. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill, H.R. 1264, will 
rename the plaza between the two Fed-
eral buildings in Jackson, Tennessee, 
located in the Eighth Congressional 
District, after Monroe Dunaway Ander-
son, a true hero to millions of people 
who have been diagnosed with cancer. 

For those who don’t know M.D. An-
derson, he was born and raised in Jack-
son, Tennessee, during the late 19th 
century. In 1904, after completing col-
lege and spending a few years working 
as a banker in Memphis, M.D. Ander-
son joined a cotton trading venture 
started by his older brother, Frank An-
derson, and Frank’s brother-in-law Will 
Clayton. 

Their corporation, Anderson, Clay-
ton, and Company, flourished due to 
the rising demand for cotton during 
World War I. They eventually moved 
the business to Houston, Texas, to have 
better access to deepwater shipping. By 
the 1920s their operation had trading 
offices in Europe, Africa, and Asia. The 
company continued to succeed through 
the 1930s and 1940s, diversifying its cap-
ital into a marine insurance company, 
a barge line, cotton mills, an invest-
ment bank, machine works, and even a 
foods division. By 1950 Anderson, Clay-
ton, and Company was a multimillion 
dollar corporation, and their inter-
national market sales reached 3.5 per-
cent of all the world’s cotton produc-
tion. 

But we’re not standing here tonight 
to honor M.D. Anderson because of his 
incredible success and contributions to 
agribusiness. Many would keep the 
fruits of their labor for themselves, but 
M.D. Anderson had others in mind. 

In 1936 he established a charitable 
foundation with $300,000, and upon his 
death in 1939, the foundation received 
an additional $19 million endowment. 
M.D. Anderson had a particular inter-
est in health care, specifically in work-
ing to find a cure for cancer. Trustees 
of the foundation kept M.D. Anderson’s 
interests and passions in mind as they 
decided how to use the foundation en-
dowment after his death. 

Funding for the foundation helped to 
start the Texas Medical Center in 
Houston, Texas, which is the largest 
medical complex in the world. Funding 
was also used to establish the M.D. An-
derson Cancer Center at the Texas 
Medical Center, which is one of the 
world’s most respected centers, devoted 
exclusively to cancer patient care, re-
search, education, and prevention. 
Since 1944, nearly 900,000 patients have 
turned to M.D. Anderson for cancer 
care. In addition to the medical re-
search, the M.D. Anderson Foundation 
has built libraries, auditoriums, col-
lege buildings, and a planetarium on 
the campus of Lambuth College in 
Jackson, Tennessee. 

We honor M.D. Anderson today not 
because of his success in agribusiness 
but because of his generosity and inter-
est in bettering the lives of others. 

I want to take a moment to thank 
the ranking member of the sub-
committee, Ms. NORTON, for her sup-
port and for working with me on the 
language in this bill. I also want to rec-
ognize the hard work of Mayor Jerry 
Gist of Jackson, the Jackson City 
Council, Madison County Mayor 
Jimmy Harris, and the Madison County 
Commission. 

Finally, I want to specifically thank 
Mr. Dickie Day of Jackson, Tennessee, 
and Mr. Carter Edwards of Maury City, 
Tennessee, for their efforts to ensure 
that the life and achievements of M.D. 
Anderson are memorialized in his 
hometown of Jackson, Tennessee. 

It is an honor to sponsor this bill, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1264, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 
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GENE ROSSITCH LED A LIFE OF 
SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 
AND LOVE FOR OTHERS 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to speak of the remarkable life of my 
friend Gene Rossitch of Winston- 
Salem. Gene died last week at age 77 
after a tenacious fight with cancer. 
One of the remarkable things about 
Gene is that he grew up in Cuba and 
fled to the U.S. with his family in 1962 
in search of freedom. Despite being up-
rooted and transplanted into a new cul-
ture and Nation, he thrived in Winston- 
Salem, forging a successful 30-year ca-
reer at Wachovia Bank. 

But Gene was more than just a suc-
cessful businessman. He was passionate 
about investing in the community, 
which he went about with gusto during 
the nearly 50 years he made his mark 
on the community of Winston-Salem. 
He leaves behind a shining example of 
helping others, from serving as a vol-
unteer translator for the police and 
court system to serving with the Red 
Cross to volunteering on the board of a 
local Catholic high school. Gene also 
lived a vibrant life of faith, serving in 
numerous ways in his local church, Our 
Lady of Mercy, for decades. His life 
demonstrated to those who knew him 
that he was a man of conviction, stead-
fast faith, and unrivaled dedication to 
his community and those in need. 

He will be greatly missed, and his 
passing is a terrible loss to his family 
and loved ones, as well as the entire 
Winston-Salem community. Mr. Speak-
er, my prayers are with his family and 
many friends who are mourning the 
loss of a man of kindness and remark-
able character. 

f 

CAMERAS IN THE SUPREME 
COURT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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